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The workshop “Find it and use it!!!” is 
continuation of successful workshop 
collaboration between Ethiopian Insti-
tute of Technology in Mekelle, Depart-
ment of Architecture and Urban Plan-
ning and architectural studio Cigler 
Marani Architects (exactly its division 
for sustainable architecture within hu-
man commitment Cigler Marani Un-
limited).

The collaboration started in 2013 with 
2month long workshop called “Think 
globally, act locally!!!” on design of pri-
mary school in Northern Ethiopia.

We have merged our skills and capaci-
ties to organise student workshops 
regularly. Our goal is to enable stu-
dents think out of the box, fi nd alter-
natives and be comfortable with design 
in real conditions.

Hopefullly, the international team of in-
stuctors will be soon reinforced with a 
participance of foreign students form 
partner institutions.
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The Ethiopian Institute of Technology 
in Mekelle is part of Mekelle Univer-
sity that has short but complex his-
tory. The city of Mekelle is situated in 
northwestern Tigray region, in the re-
gion rich in cultural and architectural 
heritage. The Institute offers various 
programmes – architecture and urban 
planning among them.

The contact initiation intented to di-
versify inputs for the architectural re-
search led with other partners. When 
got known each other we have decid-
ed to cooperate directly on academic 
level.

In 2013, there was a 7week long work-
shop called “Think globally, act locally” 
for a hundred of 4th year architecture 
students. The workshop aimed to 
fi nd sustainable ways how to design 
schools and educational buildings, how 
to make the surroundings inspiring and 
motivating, how to think progressively 
and alternatively, how to engage com-
munity, how to contribute to the de-
velopment….

In 2014, here we go.... There is a new 
worskhop on public space focused on 
“forgotten” aspects of open spaces in 
condominiums...



FI
N

D
 IT

 
FI

N
D

 IT
A

N
D

 U
SE

 IT
!!!

A
N

D
N

D
 IT

 
N

D
 IT

DDD
 

D
 IITTTT

A
N

D
 U

SE
 IT

!!!9

C
G

U
C

IG
LE

R
M

A
R

A
N

IU
N

LI
M

IT
E

D

CMU is a section of Cigler Marani    
Architects studio founded on refl ect-
ing the sustainability of worldwide ar-
chitecture and the good quality design 
accessibility.  

The architecture is more than a de-
sign; it can solve and create problems 
at the same moment. The architecture 
of good quality is natural. If it works, 
it promotes the development. The in-
spiring environment is the background 
for the progress. It is not only about a 
physical protection and shelter. When 
the basic needs are fulfi lled, people 
search for the motivation and stimulus. 

It is clear that the good architecture 
is not about loads of money but about 
ideas. That is why their goals are 
::: to assist to identify sustainable archi-
tectural principles :::
::: to promote new/old technologies 
and encourage new ideas and concepts 
in architectural design while respecting 
specifi city of different communities :::
::: to interconnect the humanitarian, 
academic and private sector – multi-
stakeholder partnership :::
::: to support architects´ creative, tech-
nical and cultural talents :::

http://unlimitedcma.com
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The following pages present the exist-
ing condominium COMMUNAL 
SPACES design that respects lo-
cal administrative standards, and still 
offers a room to alternate, adapt, im-
prove and INNOVATE. 

Following chapters describe the exist-
ing conditions in various condomini-
ums by different analysis approaches: 
comparison of open spaces in condo-
miniums with traditional houses, de-
scription of toponomy and identity and 
nature of the society.

The student designs were regrouped 
into two major topics: Condominium 
Look and Landscape and Hardcape 
Design in Open Spaces in condomini-
ums. In general, these are innovations 
that are applicable on existing design 
separately or in combination. The fi nal 
innovation compilation depends on the 
condominium site, local community, lo-
cal authority, focused goals and fi nan-
cial capacity.

The book is completed with referenc-
es from abroad in last chapter.

WHAT CAN  YOU FIND 
IN THIS BOOKLET???
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All over the world countries face the 
rural exodus and increasing of urban 
population which results in housing 
problems in cities. The formation of 
slums is inevitable. Ethiopia itself was 
confronted with statements of diverse 
institutions that up to 80% of housing 
in its capital Addis Abeba were classi-
fi ed as slums. More or less exorbitant 
claims about traditional kebelle houses 
and daily real life led into an enormous 
challenge.

The Ethiopian Integrated Housing De-
velopment Programme was established 
as a reaction to national and interna-
tionl claims about housing challenge 
in the country. The program set an 
ambitious initial target of constructing 
400 000 standardised and affordable 
condominium units between 2006 and 
2010. The apparatments are in multi-
storied blocks where communal areas 
are shared by inhabitants - low and 
middle-icome Ethiopians.
based on “The Slogan and the Whisper” 
... presentation prepared

 by Dr. Antarin Chakrabarty

EIHDETHIOPIAN INTEGRATEDDD

HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMME

CHALLENGEAll over the world countries face theAll over the world countries face the
ural exodus and increasing of urbanural exodus and increasing of urban EIHDd Housing De-d Housing De-

was establishedwas established

::: 400 000 HOUSING 
UNITS PLANNED IN 4 
YEARS 
::: 200 000 JOBS IN 
CONSTRUCTION IN-
DUSTRY
::: DVLPMNT OF 10 000 
SMALL ENTERPRIS-
ES IN THE CONSTRUC-
TION INDUSTRY
::: 6 000 HA OF SER-
VICED LAND FOR 
HOUSING AND OTHER 
INVESTMENTS
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OWNED VERSUS COMMUNALIN FRONT AND BEHINDED VERSUSED VERSUS COMMUNALCOMMUNAL

at Tinsay´s 
by Dr. Antarin Chakrabarty

at Yordannos´ 
by Dr. Antarin Chakrabarty

at Yordannos´ 
by Dr. Antarin Chakrabarty

The majority of condominium inhabit-
ants appreciate the privacy, safety and 
confort of their appartments.  Very of-
ten, they convert their rooms according 
to their own comfort and taste. Various 
colours, dispositions and materials of di-
verse quality might be found behind the 
metal door.  And the most signifi cant is 
the appearance of maintenance...

But this is not valid for the common 
space, which is left abandoned in many 
cases. It suffers from the fact that it is 
used by everbody and owned by nobody.

The frequent complaints 
about condominums are 
poor maintenance of 
public spaces and weak 
residents´ association.

research by Dr. Antarin Chakrabarty
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the time of urgency and capacity building is over, we might take charge to think  DEEPER, to 
plan  BETTER and to create  NICER...

to think GLOBALLY, feel, UNDERSTAND and deal with PUBLIC spaces, with neglected and hidden spots,  

to respect the local conditions, URBAN population, to turn the condominiums into the places OVERFLOWING 

with inspiration and MOTIVATION, to ATTRACT people to care about it, to make it as an example worth fol-

lowing, to think PROGRESSIVELY and SUSTAINABLY, to use LOCAL materials, to use secondary materi-

als - to RECYCLE and REUSE, to engage community, to make the COMMUNITY feel the OWNERSHIP of 

the space that is of nobody and everybody uses it, not to solve only a physical problem, but to create a contribution to the 

DEVELOPMENT...

the existing condominium design follows the administrative standards, but THERE IS STILL A ROOM TO 
ALTERNATE, ADAPT AND IMPROVE. 

TTER
the time of urgency the time of urgency

planp    BETTEBETTEET THINKTH
to thto thhin DEEPERDEEPER, , t

IMPROVEe administrative standards, bute administrative standards, but THERE ISTHERE IS
IMPROVE. IMPROVE

CREATE
capacity building is overapacity building is over, we mightwe might

andan  to create to create  NICERNICER...

ACTIONto respect the local conto respect the local con

with inspiration andwith inspiration an MMRAAC
SUSTAINABILITYYOTIVATIONOTIVATION, to, to ATTRACTATTRACT people to care about it, to m people to care about it, to mmake

RESSIVELYRESSIVELY and an SUSTAINABLYSUSTAINABLY, tto useo use LOCALLOCAL mattteATIONlowing, to think lowing, to think PROPRO
als - to als - to RECYCLRECYCLCLA

DEVELOPMENTPMENTPMENT......
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ADDIS ABEBA

MEKELLE

IN ADDIS AND IN MEKELLEMPARISON OF APPROACHESMPARISON OF APPROACHES

ADDIS ABEBA

In Addis, the condominiums are more 
vibrant with lots of commercial places, 
lots of people hanging out at the com-
mon spaces which are well furnished 
and full of greenary, e. g. the site Jemo, 
Mebraht Hayl (Kera)

MEKELLE

In Mekelle, in the capital city of pe-
ripheric region Tigray (northern Ethio-
pia), condominiums are rather cold, 
and they look abandoned because 
there not many people hanging around, 
there very few commercial places et. 
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TOPOGRAPHY AND CONTOURSKEBELLE 17 “CONDO” AYDER CONDOMINIUM IN AYDER AND IN KBL 17GRAPHY AND CONTOURSGRAPHY AND CONTOURS

The topography of the K17 condominium site is 
infl uential to the landscape because of the inclina-
tion of the site, it has also river which pass through 
the site which we can take it as the potential of 
the site for the landscape. but when we come to 
the seconed one the hyder comdominium site its 
almost fl at so the counture of this site is not that 
much infl uential to the landscape.



BUILDING FACADE TREATMENT 
ACCORDING TO LOCATION

Water tower
- it looks like it is a waste of resource 
and space

nonstructurant colors 

TV antennas

hanging clothes

open space or land scaping

no building placement created negative 
spaces

the street pattern is not well designed
no landscpae furniture

inadequate guard´s shelter

Power house
- its function is confusing, lots of people 
do not even know what it is besides it 
is in the middle disturbing the common 
space and visual connection A

N
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ACCORDACCORD

Water toto
- it looks- it looks
and spacespace

nonstructnonstruc

TV antenTV anten

hanginghanging cc

open spaopen spa

no buildinno buildin
spacesspace

the streethe stree
no landscno

inadequatina

Power hoPower ho
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VERANDA CORRIDOR

- gardening and fl owers

- infrastructure elements

- stockage

- cooking

- washing

- very narrow space with lots of ac-
tivities happening there (washing and 
hanging clothes, playing area, meeting 
area, sitting area with a view to the 
open space, storing and stockage)
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SPACE
PROPORTION
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BEAUTI
FICATION

INFRA
STRUCTURE

DECOR 

FLOWERS
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MATERIAL

Traditional courtyard houses are small 
in scale.  All house are G+0 horizontal 
houses constructed by stone which is 
local material in Mekelle. 

But the big condominiums that exist 
now in Mekelle are constructed with 
HCB which is not local and economic 
material. This shows us that the cur-
rently implemented big condominiums 
are less friendly to the context of the 
site.

“CONDO” AND TRADITIONPARISONPARISON



A
N

A
LY

SI
S

37

B
E

FO
R

E
, N

O
W

 A
N

D
 T

H
E

N
?COMPARISON

The size and scale of a single condo-
minium block is relatively bigger than 
the courtyard housing typology,which 
may provide a better transport to 
work from the condominium.

Condominium housing complexes have 
many more rooms available, allowing 
more variety and leasing options. 

The majority of condominium housing 
blocks may include a variety of ame-
nities, including common convenience 
stores, common slaghter rooms, and 
even small grocery stores located 
within the building itself.

Whereas in the courtyard housing 
type, we only fi nd smaller housing units 
available. And most often they are hori-
zontal structures. 

SIZE AND SCALE
“CONDO” AND TRADITIONPARISONPARISON
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The organization of traditional 
courtyard housing is a bit more in-
clusive of the rooms around it. And 
it is emphasized towards the central 
common area.

ORGANISATION
“CONDO” AND TRADITIONPARISONPARISON

Unlike traditional courtyard houses 
in Mekelle the big condominium 
housing projects are not organized 
in way they compliment the space 
between block. Most of the blocks 
are organized randomly with no ba-
sic principle of organization. 
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SOCIAL LIFE
It’s very known that the Ethiopians 
have their own way of socializing with 
their neighbours. But, with the rise of 
structures like the condominium hous-
ing, these rich cultures of socializing 
with neighbours have changed the fo-
cus of the people to their private lives.

SOCIAL LIFE

 In the traditional courtyard housing 
the house are compacted and have 
common and mid space they share. 
This central common space gives a 
chance to spend times together and to 
have common activities, like having cof-
fees together.
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Since people living in traditional Me-
kelle courtyard house are few in num-
ber everyone know each other which 
make the occupants to feel safe.  An in-
truder can be identifi ed very easily. No 
need for fencing within the compound 
unlike people living in big condomini-
ums. Kids play on the courtyard that 
is found in the mid of the compound 
close to their houses.    
   

a guy living in the fourth 
fl oor have took his bicycle 
up to his fl oor, because he 
did not feel safe to park on 
the ground fl oor
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SAFETY
“CONDO” AND TRADITIONPARISONPARISON

But people living in big condominiums 
in Mekelle face safety problem. Since 
number of people living in one block 
is large in number with different ways 
of living and background. Therefore,  
people don’t feel safe and try to create 
means of protection by constructing 
fence on their verandas and balconies 
As shown on pictures.
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Perhaps, belongigness has a strong 
impact in the livability of any building 
structure.

People living in the traditional court-
yard housing are more devoted to 
their common space and their lifes are 
divergent towards the central com-
mon area.

However this does not happen in the 
case of big condominium housings. 
Most of the residents have very private 
living styles and are less devoted to 
their common spaces.
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BELONGINGNESS
“CONDO” AND TRADITIONPARISONPARISON
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THE BEAUTY IS IN DETAILS TEAM - PROJECT SUBSTANCE HE BEAUTY IS IN DETAILSHE BEAUTY IS IN DETAILS 

Mu-uz WELDU 
 muuz2010@yahoo.com
Genet TSEGAY
 gtgenet@gmail.com
Germachew DESALEGN
 germades@gmail.com
Makda DIRAR
 makdirar@gmail.com
Terusaw SOLOMON
 terusawsolomon@yahoo.com
Abduselam ADEMNUR
 aselamadem12@gmail.com
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TIGRAYIAN SATTELITE DISHPATTERN OF DISHESSATTELITE DISHSATTELITE DISH

The color is another element of the look. The color has been used as an element displaying the life of the 
people in  the condominium which has different way of life and background. Therefore painting in different 
colors but in harmonized one will create this feeling without losing its totality

This traditional crafts work is one of 
the main identities of ethiopians and 
espectially Tigreans. They are mainly 
used as interior decoration elements 
and have also additional purposes as an 
equipment for different activities.

The appearance, color and design of 
this crafts work is very amazing and 
unique. And this project have inte-
grated this element together with the 
satellite dishes as an identity giving 
element to the whole condominium 
building and adding a special character 
to its look.
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NO BALCONY? DEAD FACADE?DAILY REVIVING OF FACADENO BALCONY? DEAD FACADE?NO BALCONY? DEAD FACADE

USING THE SPACE BETWEEN 
BUILDING

Most of the buildings in the site are 
in close organisation with each other 
with no function shared in common 
even the open space...

The intention of this design is to pro-
vide  space for hanging clothes on the 
rope in between buildings...

A PLACE TO HANG (DRY) CLOTHES:

A place to hang clothes for drying is 
one of the immediate cases of the site. 
There is also a dead back wall in almost 
all the condominium blocks and this 
gave inspiration of using the back wall 
as a main place for hanging clothes.By 
using a rail of bamboo or any other 
solid material like wood or metal tubes 
coming out from the room in the back 
wall, there is  a place to hang and dry 
clothes.
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VERTICAL GARDENSGREENARY IN THE AIRL GARDENSGARDENS

Currentlly the existing condominium 
houses do not have a good look due to 
the random and unpleasing pattern of 
the satellite dishes and the other func-
tions like hanging clothes on the front 
facade. As well this design has put a grid 
of using a different place for arranging 
the satellite dishes and introduction of 
greeneries.

Greeneries: the main concept behind 
the greeneries was introcuction of a 
greenery element with community 
participation. Here the design have in-
trocuced horizontal wood shutters as 
a main element of greenery
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STORY ON THE FACADENAVIGATE - ORIENTATIONORY ON THE FACADEORY ON THE FACADE

To make the condominium façade look 
interesting by painting an image that 
the occupants can easily notice like 
a pezil with different perspectives of 
views and they could also be like a his-
tory board.
And by painting the plumbing interest-
ing painting so that it won’t look like it 
was a mistake left behind  and so that 
it will fi t well with the façade.      
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SOCIAL STAIRS ORIENTATION

Stairs are part of a building where us-
ers access pass most often. This fact 
turns them into important places of 
attention to create social life. 
Here, the stairs are used as a media of 
expressing the unity with in diversity of 
the people living in the condominiums. 

And in every fl oor there is an invita-
tion text for a coffee or tea in every 
fl oors so that people may drop by and 
have some.
This will retain their social lifes they 
missed in the places before they moved 
in to the condominium.
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?GUARD HOUSE OR BENCH?URBAN PERTER ELEMENTARD HOUSE OR BENCH?ARD HOUSE OR BENCH?

The guard house happens to be a tri-
angular structure with an alien look to 
the whole condominium site.
As a result the guard house is used 
as part of the landscape. With a little 
modifi cation to its shape and material, 
this was used as an element of urban 
furniture.

a) In relation to material: we 
all know that the GIS material is not 
comfortable to seat and aesthetically 
unpleasant.
 But by using bamboo as a main ma-
terial, this element can be used as a 
bench.
b) In relation to construction 
system: By making it fl exible and op-
erable, the guard house is used as a 
seating bench in the day and a sleeping 
space for the guard.
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PLAYGROUND IN STOREYSWATER TOWERTOREYSOREYS

The fi rst thing you notice when you 
enter a condominium site is a huge 
structure which is supposed to hold 
water tanks. But it would have been 
better if it could have been integrated 
with the building blocks of the condo-
minium. 
The people are very passionate in hav-
ing their own gardens, which gives an 
inspiration of transforming the water 
tank as a vertical garden. 
The design has provided a playground 
for the kids on the ground level of the 
tower. This makes it very appropriate 
because it is easily applicable and can 
be used as a land mark for the site.
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SMeron BEKELE                                       
 bekele.meron.mb@gmail.com 
Mikias GETACHEW                       
 mikigt2@yahoo.com 
Tsion ALAZAR                                              
 alazar_tsion@yahoo.com 
Tsion TEKLEHAYMANOT           
 tsionteklehaymanot@yahoo.com 
Nahom SAHILU            
 sahnah64@yahoo.com 
Betelhem TEKLE      
 bethelemtekle@yahoo.com
Alemayehu BEKELE       
 alemayehubekele07@gmail.com
Abel GETACHEW       
  ABEL1798@yahoo.com
Efrem HAGOS               
 efremhagos55@gmail.com
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TOPOGRAPHY
there is no majour height 
diffrence with in the 
site,only a river which over 
fl ows during the rainy sea-
son is loacted at the eastern  
part of the site.

RESIDENCE

The site is surounded by re-
sidance in the north side.

THE NEIGHBORHOODTHE ENVIRONMENTHBORHOODHBORHOOD

OPEN MARKET
open market near the site 
enables residants to buy 
consumables with out going 
far from their homes

CHURCH
A church located near the 
site,across the street, helps 
christans perform their re-
ligoius 
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PROGRAM
what we are planning...
Our design mainly consists of 
-Water tank tower-water bottle
-Playground
-Sitting area/stair
-Septic tank lid design
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MASTER LAYOUTTO BE HANDLED EASILYER LAYOUTER LAYOUT

C
O

N
C

E
P

T

INSPIRATION

we are using a leaf structure to express our 
concept of the design

APPROACH

• by using organic and natural materials 
• by recycling materials
• by organizing the community to partici-
pate in the project
• by taking the advantage of abundance of 
natural stone
• by making the solids and hardscapes
  

CONCEPT...
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SOLUTION

We have set up small playgrounds for every  
block and a bigger one for all near the park. 

INSIDE

This blocks have their own names and peo-
ple from the same block hang out together, 
rather than hanging out with someone from 
another block. 

CURRENT STATUS
having fun 
  
As we have mentioned earlier there are 
lots of children living in this condomniums. 
These kids currently play outside, close to 
thier blocks.

THE PLAYGROUND
PASSING ON RECYCLING
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SOLUTION
teaching about reusing resources

Since there are many children on the site 
we came up with the idea,sticking the wa-
ter bottles on the tall structure and create 
some kind of sculpture, why so high you ask, 
so that every one can see you can reuse 
things insted of throwing them away.
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THE PLAYGROUND
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OWNERSHIP

Even though the river fl ows through the 
site, it doesn´t mean it only belongs to the 
site users. So using the river as a boundery 
we gave half to the site where the other half 
would be open to the public.

CURRENT 

The river fl ows best in the summer,  but 
other times it doesn´t fl ow well.  So when 
it does fl ow it is a great spot for relaxation, 
i.e.  the calming effect of the passing water 
to whom ever hears it

THE DESIGN

We have designed sitting places that go with 
the countour out of concrete, so if it fl oods 
the materials would not get damaged.

GOING WITH THE FLOW
THE RIVER
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WATER BOTTLE SCULPTURETO BE HANDLED EASILYBOTTLE SCULPTUREBOTTLE SCULPTURE
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SOLUTION
teaching about reusing resources

Since there are many children on the site 
we came up with the idea, sticking the water 
bottles on the tall strucure and create some 
kind of sculpture, why so high you ask, so 
that every one can see you can reuse things 
instead of throwing them away.

INSIDE

We noticed a lot of plastic bottles laying 
around and no one is doing anything about 
it.

WATER BOTTLE SCULPTURE
Passing on recycling 
  
When we enter the site we can see a wa-
ter tower, which has the same height as the 
buildings, which had strucural element and 
was open,just a skelton.....

WATER BOTTLE SCULPTURE
PASSING ON RECYCLING
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TRANSFORMATIONDESIGN DETAILSONON

Project 1 – using the plastic bottles

•Making vertical gardens by the use of recycled plastic bottles mainly of the water  tower
•By putting this plastic bottles on the water tower we can say
 �Clean the site without a penny of outcome
 �There is a participation of the community – for instance a person per block 
might drink one bottle of water per day. If that person puts the bottle in the given pattern, 
it will be a beautiful hanging garden in a short period of time.

Project 2 – coble stone hardscapes
 On master plan of kebele 17 condominium sites, circulations makes a structure of leafs food 
transportation system. Depicting this makes the circulation system easier and friendly for 
the community and an organic placement of condominium blocks.
Since our concept is sustainability and organic, we use environmental friendly materials such 
as recycled materials and stone. 

Project 3 – green septic tanks
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The work of Boa Mistura is all about 
the love of graffi ti, colour and life. 
This group of 5 Spanish artists is, as 
the name says, a good mixture. Arkoh, 
Derko, Pahg, Purone and Rdick have 
developed their work in different fi elds, 
applying both a diversity of styles and 
the different views of each member. 

Boa Mistura highlights a distinction be-
tween community based projects and 
street art for the sake of decoration 
or self-appropriating places. This work 
and many of their previous projects 
serve as agents for communities to 
trace memories, create narratives and 
involve a collective identity that serves 
to beautify their public space. The de-
bate whether street art is done for the 
public or for the self- interested artist 
is becoming more widely discussed as 
many artists feel inclined to give back 
to the communities they temporarily 
work in. This might be delicate mebod-
iement of participatory inclination of 
sanctioned street art and community 
engagement. Community based pro-
jects are another vehicle for artists to 
push their perspectives and, at times, 
their visual tendencies and possibly 
propel more discussions that can give 
us varied answers to “what the hell are 
we doing with these large-scale mu-
rals?”ph
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Klong Toey is currently the largest and 
oldest area of informal dwellings in 
Bangkok and more than 140.000 peo-
ple is estimated to live here. The area 
has great social challenges which lead 
to high rates of violence and crime. A 
year of preparation period allowed the 
team to design and build the structure 
in as little as three weeks. The project’s 
main functions are a playground for 
children and a common gathering place 
for adults.

The basic idea behind the project is 
that Klong Toey Communty Lantern 
can be part of a long term strategy act-
ing as a social tool to improve commu-
nity conditions in a positive develop-
ment. Fifty small points of light are set 
among the pillars - Klong Toey Com-
munty Lantern a convenient, safe and 
exciting lantern, both practically and 
fi guratively.ph
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Min Buri is an area of Bangkok, which 
in recent years has gone from a lively 
origo into an almost slum-like area. 
The Old Market Library was built in a 
100-year-old market building.

For this project to be successful it was 
important to involve the inhabitants 
actively throughout the whole pro-
cess, from inception to completion. 
Initially we mapped the needs within 
the community. It wasn’t always easy 
getting everyone involved, especially 
the adults. However when the project 
became more tangible this completely 
changed. We soon had a regular group 
that worked with us every day and 
who began to develop an attachment 
to the library, a sense of achievement 
and pride. It was important for us to 
use local and reused materials, which 
were already available to the commu-
nity.

The refurbishment was a demonstra-
tion of what can be achieved by the 
inhabitants themselves, through own 
initiative, using local inexpensive mate-
rials and their own knowledge.

Loft
Skylight

Shaded backyard

Raised reading area

Main pathway

TYIN tegnestue, Old Market Library

drawing
scale
paper

section
1:100
A4

Maximum flooding level

Shaded  backyard Main room Sm

Small kiosk

Reading area
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The 24hour long student workshop in 
Liberec in the Czech republic was or-
ganised with a purpose of solving the 
issue of empty and abandoned avenue 
connecting the downtown with excen-
tric railway station. The avenue itself 
suffers from lack of identity, undefi nied 
form and poor interest of people.
Two young architects solved the prob-
lem with painted pedestrian lane, 
which would give an original identity to 
the path which is necessirily taken by 
people in rush not to miss their train.
To enhance the primary use of the 
avenue, the painted lane symbolises 
the running track with distance signs 
informing about intersting facts from 
the world of athletism or chearing the 
people not to miss their train.
The design is completed with several 
yellow spots attracting people to stop 
on their way from the railway station 
to the city centre - a view point, a play-
ground or a yellow central meeting 
point... 

YELLOW

RUNNING TRACK
-500m sprinting to the railway station
-making the night passing safer and lighter
-verticalisation
-run, Forest, run!

Anna Hrušová
Lenka Juchelková

FINISH

100m
world record is 9,58s
u can make it in one minute

200m
is it leaving in 3minutes?
u can´t make it!

300m
u r almost in the half!

400m
world record is 43,18s!

500m
6minutes of walking!

FINISH
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The Nouakchott city faces environ-
mental and social problems of differ-
ent types and scales. The population 
urgently wants the solution appliable 
tomorrow, everybody searches for the 
references abroad, good examples of 
solutions of similar problems. And! The 
best reference is in heart of the city 
Nouakchott. In the botanical and veg-
etable gardens. In the gardens where 
vegetable beds are organised like an 
urban tissue - with parcels and impor-
tant infrastructure (wells and water 
bassins). And the most important is 
the presence of watering cans that be-
came an inspiration for mobile equip-
ment units, p. ex. mobile library, cinema 
caravane, health care truck, mobile ad-
ministration etc.v coming into “fragile 
quarters” regularly...
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INNOVATION SHOULD BE SIMPLE

THE MORE COMPLICATED IT IS, 

THE MORE MISTAKES ARE MADE.
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